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We, the representatives of the ATM stakeholders, are aware of the ATM system in 

Europe approaching its capacity limits. Recent growth in air traffic is resulting in delays 

of a magnitude not seen for more than a decade, to the severe detriment and 

inconvenience of passengers. We welcome the European Commission’s initiative to ask a 

group of Wise Persons to issue recommendations for the future direction of the Single 

European Sky. Against this background we recognise: 

- that safety and security of the ATM remains paramount. 

- that improving environmental performance of aviation is and increasingly will 

become a key objective of SES. 

- that the implementation of WPG vision can only be achieved by jointly coordinated 

efforts of all ATM stakeholders, in particular ANSPs, airlines and airports. This 

approach should be reflected in the future SES governance. 

- That all stakeholders need to take into account the effect of their actions on the 

entire network and that the network manager has a key role in optimising the 

functioning of the network. 

- that the future ATM system in Europe needs to be inclusive and able to 

accommodate all types of airspace users, civil and military, and newcomers, 

ranging from drones at both high and low flight level, and other new types of aircraft 

and space vehicles. 

- that greater flexibility and resilience of the ATM system is needed so the capacity of 

the system can be scaled to demand.  

- that the acceleration of the new technology uptake is the key element to increase 

scalability the ATM system in Europe via digitalisation and automation and we are 

aware of the increasing importance of (cyber) security in this regard. 

- that it is key to properly address the human dimension to facilitate the transition 

to a new, more digitalised ATM system. This should be achieved in full cooperation 

with and inclusion of staff representatives and unions. 

- that ATM needs to become more customer focused system ensuring that needs of 

the passengers are met. 

- that simplification and clear distinction of roles and responsibilities are required in 

the institutional set-up at European level. Whatever institutional arrangements 

are decided they should be provided with the sufficient expertise and performed in 

a cost effective manner. 



 

 

We hereby agree to the following: 

• The ATM system must be managed as fully integrated European network in which 
every node acts under a systemic approach under the direction of the Network 
Manager to overcome the traffic challenges. This means both in the air and on the 
ground, as the airspace capacity and airport capacity can’t be addressed as separate 
issues. The idea is that optimising the Pan-European network and its interfaces takes 
precedence over any individual ANSP’s or airspace user’s requirements and 
preferences. 

 

• Digitalisation is a driving force in making the ATM system more scalable. Open 
system architecture is vital for the future of ATM. Therefore, the uptake of new 
standardised, cyber-secure and in particular interoperable, solutions must be 
accelerated. 
 

• The role of the work force will evolve as the future ATM system will evolve and it is 
essential to maintain dialogue between management and staff on future 
developments. In particular, training and licensing requirements for ATCOs need to 
be re-assessed with full involvement of staff and under the leadership of EASA. 
 

• The effectiveness of economic regulation of European ATM must be reinforced and 
set the targets where market forces do not exist with incentives to modernise the 
ATM system. The change from a charging to a pricing regime in European airspace is 
necessary to create markets. Public funds should be used only where indispensable 
and where market itself is not providing the necessary incentives for deployment. 

 

Next steps: 

The stakeholders call upon:  

- The European institutions to take forward necessary legislative reform for the 

adoption through the institutional framework. 

- Operational stakeholders to engage in implementation of Airspace Architecture 

Study as an integral part of the ATM Master Plan, and to play a pro-active role in 

implementation of measures to improve the ATM system as a whole. 

- Staff associations in cooperation with their employers to develop a human 

dimension roadmap to facilitate the transition to the new digital ATM environment. 

In addition, staff associations and their employers should cooperate with EASA to 

review future requirements for ATC training and licencing. 

- Network Manager to continue with measures to address short term capacity 

bottlenecks in the network and with optimisation of the functioning of the network. 

- Manufacturing industry to engage in a timely delivery of deployable and 

interoperable technological solutions. 

 

In Brussels, 

11-12 September 2019



 

                                                                                                                                                          

Signatories supporting the Joint Declaration for the future of the SES 

Additional organisations are invited to add their names to the declaration 
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CANSO  

A6  
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Drone Alliance Europe  
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